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Back to Church Sunday 

Time to Return 

 In March of 2020, our nation found itself at a sudden halt.  Everything shutdown due to the emerging 

pandemic as a result of the COVID-19 virus.  Even our congregations stopped in-person worship for a time.  This 

was followed by almost a year of social distancing in worship. 

 All of this contributed to a nationwide decline in worship attendance.  According to studies, the 

nationwide church attendance is at 67% of what it was pre-COVID.  Our church is no different in this regard. 

 Quite often a person is quick to say, “You don’t have to go to church to be a Christian.”  While a partially 

true statement, it misses an important detail.  A Christian will have faith.  Faith by definition involves action.  If a 

person has faith in Christ, then they will be in church, hearing His word and receiving his sacrament.  So, while you 

don’t have to go to church be a Christian, if you are a Christian, you will be in church.  It simply is what people of 

faith do. 

 Jesus when he instituted the Lord’s Supper expected his followers to partake of it frequently.  No, Lord’s 

Supper at home with your own bread and wine is not a substitute.  The Apostle Paul referred to the Lord’s Supper 

as “Communion” in his first letter to the church in Corinth.  Communion is a word that speaks of the unity of a 

multitude.  The Lord’s Supper isn’t the Lord’s Supper if it isn’t celebrated with other Christians.  This is why even 

when visiting shut-ins, I make sure to commune with them. 

 Our Lord wants you to be in fellowship with other Christians.  This is why the writer of the Hebrews calls 

upon Christians to not neglect the gathering together of believers. 

 We are going to movies filled with strangers.  Ida Grove recently played host to thousands for Ragbrai.  

Our high school basketball games have been filled shoulder-to-shoulder.  We have returned to so much of our life, 

but what of our faith? 

 It is time to return to church.  It is time to gather with your brothers and sisters in Christ again.  Sunday, 

September 11th provides a wonderful opportunity to do just this.  Our church will begin a sermon series titled 

“Tree of Life”.  This series will overlap into our Sunday School and Bible Classes. 

 Praise Band will return from their summer break.  Sunday School will meet for the first time of the new 

school year.  At 11:15am, after Sunday School and Bible Class we will have a potluck meal.  Our 4th graders will be 

receiving their new Bibles. 

 This Rally Day will be a great time to come back to church.  The school year is in full swing.  What a great 

opportunity to return to the Lord your God who is  gracious and merciful, and abounding in steadfast love.  

Return, return to the gifts he has for you, the gifts of his word, and the gift of your fellow Christians. 

 You may be reading up to this point and thinking, “But I’ve been to church pretty regularly, what does this 

have to do with me.”  First, give all glory to God that you have continued to come and to receive his gifts.  Second, 

there are people in your lives whom you could invite to join you in worship of the most high God.  Place a person 

or two upon your heart and mind.  Pray for that person and/or family.  Invite them to join you for worship, plan to 

sit with them so that they don’t feel isolated when they show up. 

 It is time.  It is time to return.  It is time to go back to church.  It is time for Christians to invite others.  It is 

time for those who have strayed to return.  If you do fear what others will think upon your return, I can’t give any 

promises.  But I do know that I will be filled with joy.  More importantly, our God and the heavens rejoice every 

time his children come to receive His gifts.  I look forward to welcoming you back to church, whether it has been a 

week or a few years.  It is time to return.   

In Christ,   Pastor Neil Wehmas   



2 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
OFFICIAL ACTS Transfer out: Darcy Sibenaller and children, Eric and Krista, to Trinity Lutheran Church, Odebolt 
In by profession of faith: Bob Wellendorf 
Release: Noelle Ballard and children Lilyanna and Beau; Dale & Sharon Wellendorf  
Entered Eternal Glory:  Roger Werneburg, Merle Schumann 
Baptism: Russell Swanger 
 

The Tree of Life: God’s Promise of Salvation 
Beginning on Sunday, September 11th, we will begin The Tree of Life: God’s Promise of Salvation, a 

special ten-week congregational study. The Tree of Life will include a ten-week sermon 
series, Sunday School lessons, adult Bible class lessons, and special books for all ages to 
enjoy at home.  

The Tree of Life examines God’s plan of salvation as it unfolds through the Old 
Testament and is fulfilled in the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The first five weeks (September & October) will focus on the Old Testament, while 
the last five weeks (January and February) will feature lessons in the New Testament. We 
will begin with creation and the fall into sin, which brought all the evils we experience into 
this world. Then we will look at the unfolding of God’s promise to send His Son with 
lessons on Abraham, Moses, King David, and Daniel. 

Then, in the second half of The Tree of Life, we will focus on Jesus’ coming as our Savior. We will look at 
His birth, Baptism, ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, and His promise to return on the Last Day to judge the living 
and the dead. By the end of these ten weeks, you will be refreshed with the Bible’s overarching theme and 
storyline, equipped with the tools for unlocking the full riches of each page of Holy Scripture. 
 

USHERS NEEDED for our worship services, there are various ways helping as an usher are needed but we would 

like to start passing the plate again during the worship service and for that especially we need ushers. If you are 

interested, please indicate on the friendship register pad where you sign in – which service Saturday or Sunday you 

would be willing to help with or you can sign up on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
 

NEW ADDITIONS of the “A Simple Explanation . . . booklets are now available on the tract rack in 
the Narthex.  New titles include booklets on the Bible, of Prayer, of Confession the Fellowship of the 
Lord’s Supper. These titles and many more are available for you use as well a handy resource to give 
to others who may have questions about these topics. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
FROM THE ELDERS Jeff Rasmussen, Jeff Gilbert, Brent Harm, Aaron Hoffman, Terry Lovett, Keith Krager 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Elders are here for you, and interested in your input or concerns. 
Jeff Rasmussen  371-2600 jeffr@godbersen.com  Jeff Gilbert 371-2608  jeff.b.gilbert@hotmail.com         
Aaron Hoffman  364-5166   aaronjen@netllc.net  Brent Harm 712-210-4135  harm1477@gmail.com    
Terry Lovett  300-6062    tmlovett@frontiernet.net  Keith Krager  712-830-9008  keith.krager@gmail.com 
 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF HUMAN CARE   David Petersen 

PARISH NURSE  September is Sepsis awareness month. The following is taken from the website 
https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis.  

Anyone can get an infection, and almost any infection, including COVID-19, can lead to 
sepsis. In a typical year: At least 1.7 million adults in America develop sepsis. Nearly 270,000 
Americans die as a result of sepsis.1 in 3 patients who dies in a hospital has sepsis. 

Sepsis, or the infection causing sepsis, starts outside of the hospital in nearly 87% of 
cases. 

Sepsis is the body’s extreme response to an infection. It is a life-threatening medical 
emergency.  Sepsis happens when an infection you already have triggers a chain reaction throughout your body.  
Infections that lead to sepsis most often start in the lung, urinary tract, skin, or gastrointestinal tract. Without timely 
treatment, sepsis can rapidly lead to tissue damage, organ failure, and death. 

What causes sepsis? Infections can put you or your loved one at risk for sepsis. When germs get into a 
person’s body, they can cause an infection. If you don’t stop that infection, it can cause sepsis. Bacterial infections 
cause most cases of sepsis. Sepsis can also be a result of other infections, including viral infections, such as 
COVID-19 or influenza. 
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Who is at risk? Some people are at higher risk for sepsis: Adults 65 or older; people with weakened 
immune systems; people with chronic medical conditions, such as diabetes, lung disease, cancer, and kidney 
disease; people with recent severe illness or hospitalization; sepsis survivors; and children younger than one. 

What are the signs & symptoms? A patient with sepsis might have one or more of the following signs or 
symptoms: High heart rate or low blood pressure, Confusion or disorientation, Extreme pain or discomfort, Fever, 
shivering, or feeling very cold, Shortness of breath, Clammy or sweaty skin. A medical assessment by a healthcare 
professional is needed to confirm sepsis. 

What should I do if I suspect sepsis? Sepsis is a medical emergency. If you or your loved one has an 
infection that’s not getting better or is getting worse, ACT FAST. Get medical care IMMEDIATELY either in-person, 
or at minimum, through telehealth services. Ask your healthcare professional, “Could this infection be leading to 
sepsis?” and if you should go to the emergency room for medical assessment. If you have a medical emergency, 
call 911. If you have or think you have sepsis, tell the operator. If you have or think you have COVID-19, tell the 
operator this as well. If possible, put on a mask before medical help arrives. Fast recognition and treatment can 
increase your chances of survival. Suzanne Salcido RN FCN 
 

LIFE QUOTE    “We all belong, first and foremost, to God. His creative and redemptive acts bring value and 
meaning to our lives. Because we belong to Him, He provides all we need. Our lives also belong 
to each other, and because we are connected through the body of Christ, we are not alone. We 
are necessary to each other as we serve through our vocations.” Michelle Bauman, director of 
Y4Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 

2022 LUTHERANS FOR LIFE NATIONAL CONFERENCE – BLESSED FOR LIFE 
• Blessed with the gift of life. 

• Blessed by God for one’s entire life. 

• Blessed to be a blessing to others. 
Lutherans For Life national and regional conferences allow our team to come directly to 
you with the For Life Gospel message. These gatherings are wonderful times spent 
together where we can provide valuable information and encouragement to you, your 
community, and the life-affirming work you are engaged in. 
SAVE THE DATE! 2022 Lutherans For Life National Conference 
October 21-22 | All day Friday until Saturday at noon. 
Rock Island, Illinois (Quad Cities) To register online go to https://lutheransforlife.org 
 

COMMUNITY BASKET Donations for September are: Laundry/Kitchen items, detergent, bleach, dryer 
sheets, fabric softener, dish soap. Place your donation in the shopping cart in the Narthex.  All items are 
appreciated as well, as they can always use donations. The Community Basket is open on Thursdays (except 3rd 
Thursday), from 2:30-5:30PM. The Mobile Pantry will be at Battle Creek Fire Station on September 15th, from 
4:30-5:30PM. 
 

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP & MISSIONS      Brad Zobel & Deb Clausen 
 

SHARA & MICHAEL OSIRO IN KENYA  PARTNERSHIPS IN THE GOSPEL... 

In June, I traveled to Ethiopia to celebrate with our partners in the Gospel from the 
Ethiopia Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) their seminary graduation and the 
dedication of the new library and mixed-use building. It was a joyous occasion as co-workers in 
Christ from Lutheran Bible Translators, Concordia Seminary St. Louis, Concordia Theological 
Seminary Fort Wayne, Lutheran Hour Ministries, and many more were part of the festivities. It 
was amazing to see the encouragement and support that was expressed during the events. 

In addition to my travels, I hosted a team from Living Faith Lutheran Church in Clive, Iowa, along with my 
colleague Britt Odemba. Living Faith has been a long-serving partner in the Gospel, sending teams to Kenya for 
about eight years. We were joined by a team from the ELCK and Nuru media ministries to focus on door-to-door 
evangelism and Bible studies to plant a new congregation in the future. It was beautiful to engage with God's 
people to share the Good News, speak words of  encouragement and pray together. I am thankful to be part of the 
body of Christ. "Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity." Psalm 133:1   Together In 
Christ...Shara & Michael 

MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS Mission Central – LCMS World Mission 
40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034   PH: 712-882-1029 
Gary.Thies@lcms.org  
Be sure to check the bulletin board in the hallway by upstairs Conference Room for 
information on Missionaries visiting Mission Central this month. 
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES   Clint Wellendorf, John Brinkman, Dennis Clausen, Dale Edsen 

Project Updates:  Education building heating and air-conditioning repair and replacement is underway. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM / ASSIMILATION    Kathy Edsen & Kristy Gilbert 
COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY MORNING  Coffee & Fellowship on Sunday mornings at 10:15AM is in 
the Fellowship Hall. Come and join us!  If you would like to help or provide, please let us know. 
 
MAIN STREET LIVING IS A LUTHERAN TELEVISION PROGRAM that is endorsed by the Iowa West District of 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The program receives no funding from the District, but is 
totally funded by viewers and congregations of the KCAU Viewing area.  The program is 
broadcast on KCAU, the ABC network affiliate in Sioux City on Sunday morning, starting at 
10:00 AM. The first 30 minutes are remastered episodes of the popular “This is the Life” series 
that was very popular in the 70’s and 80’s. The second half of the program is a modified Lutheran 
worship service that features a different Pastor each week, from the station’s broadcast area. 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION     Tracy Johnson & Robyn Devitt 

WEDNESDAY EARLY MORNING BIBLE CLASS meets at 7:00AM at Zimmy’s  
 

WWWWEDEDEDEDNESDNESDNESDNESDAY MORNAY MORNAY MORNAY MORNIIIINNNNG BIG BIG BIG BIBLEBLEBLEBLE    CLACLACLACLASSSSSSSS    meets from 9:30-10:30AM on Wed mornings in the 
Conference Room in the lower level. The new Bible Study is Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
The Lord Delivers His Faithful. 
 

SUNDAY ASUNDAY ASUNDAY ASUNDAY ADULT DULT DULT DULT BIBLE CLBIBLE CLBIBLE CLBIBLE CLASSASSASSASS    join us in the lower level Conference Room 
10:30-11:15AM. The first five weeks (September & October) will focus on 

the Old Testament, while the last five weeks (January and February) will feature lessons in the 
New Testament. We will begin with creation and the fall into sin, which brought all the evils we 
experience into this world. 
    

RALLY DAYRALLY DAYRALLY DAYRALLY DAY    3333rdrdrdrd    GRADERS will receive their GRADERS will receive their GRADERS will receive their GRADERS will receive their Bibles during the Worship ServiceBibles during the Worship ServiceBibles during the Worship ServiceBibles during the Worship Service    on September 11on September 11on September 11on September 11    
AND AND AND AND SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL    BEGINSBEGINSBEGINSBEGINS    on Sunon Sunon Sunon Sunddddaaaayyyy, Septem, Septem, Septem, September 11ber 11ber 11ber 11thththth    for 4 year old preschool for 4 year old preschool for 4 year old preschool for 4 year old preschool ––––    8888tttthhhh    grades and algrades and algrades and algrades and also High so High so High so High 
SchSchSchSchool frool frool frool from 10:15om 10:15om 10:15om 10:15----11:111:111:111:15AM.  5AM.  5AM.  5AM.  We will haWe will haWe will haWe will have a CONGRve a CONGRve a CONGRve a CONGREGATIEGATIEGATIEGATIONAL POTLONAL POTLONAL POTLONAL POTLUCK UCK UCK UCK following Sunday School following Sunday School following Sunday School following Sunday School at at at at 
11:15AM, 11:15AM, 11:15AM, 11:15AM, the Board of Education will provide the main dish and if you would like to bring a salad/dessert that would 
be great, and please come and enjoy even if you don’t bring anything, we want you to come and enjoy fellowship. 
    

MIMIMIMIDWEEK (DWEEK (DWEEK (DWEEK (grades 4grades 4grades 4grades 4thththth    ––––    6666tttthhhh    and and and and 7777THTHTHTH    & 8& 8& 8& 8TTTTHHHH    GRADE CONFIRMATION GRADE CONFIRMATION GRADE CONFIRMATION GRADE CONFIRMATION will beginwill beginwill beginwill begin    on September 7on September 7on September 7on September 7thththth    All grades will meet 
Fellowship Hall for a snack, announcements and a prayer from 5:30-5:45PM. Class will be from 5:45-6:45PM 
If we get a 3rd grade teacher, we will include 3rd grade on Wednesdays as well.  
 

SNACKSNACKSNACKSNACK    DONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONSDONATIONS    there will be a container in the narthex for you to donate prepackaged snacks, also 
string cheese. If you would like to sign up to provide homemade snacks for a certain Wednesday, see sign up 
sheet. We also will accept monetary donations so we can do the shopping for you.  
 
THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: MORE THAN BREAMORE THAN BREAMORE THAN BREAMORE THAN BREAD BIBLE STUDY AT SUBD BIBLE STUDY AT SUBD BIBLE STUDY AT SUBD BIBLE STUDY AT SUBWAY (formWAY (formWAY (formWAY (formerly erly erly erly 
TheologyTheologyTheologyTheology    at Subway) at Subway) at Subway) at Subway) with Pastor Neil on with Pastor Neil on with Pastor Neil on with Pastor Neil on ThurThurThurThursdays at 6:00PMsdays at 6:00PMsdays at 6:00PMsdays at 6:00PM    
_ __ __ __ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

FROM THE BOARD OF YOUTH AND FAMILY LIFE     Jen Hoffman and Synda Jepsen 
 
The LYF will be selling Sub Sandwiches until September 30, watch for more details. There will be a sign up at 
the church or youth will be contacting you or if you know a youth to order through. Sub sandwiches will be put 
together and pickup will be the weekend of October 15. 
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SUB SANDWICH SALE 
St. Paul Junior High and Senior High Youth is currently selling Sub Sandwiches as a 
fundraiser and the sub sandwiches are on a Sara Lee bun with ham, turkey, salami and 
cheese 
 

$4.00 per sub  
3 subs for $10.00 
 6 subs for $20.00 

Or if you don’t eat sub sandwiches, donations are always welcomed 
 

There will be order sheets to sign up at the church or you can contact Synda Jepsen at 371-
9087 or Jen Hoffman 364-5246 the church office at 364-2918.   
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The deadline to order subs by is September 30  

Will assemble and pick up October 15/16 
 
 
 
 

LWML LADIES BIBLE STUDY FOR SEPTEMBER  

RUTH (2) will meet on September 1 meet at Zimmy’s for lunch and Bible study to follow at the church.  
Ellen Schable will be BSL. We had 9 members present for our August meeting.  
LOIS (3) will meet on September 1 in the Conference Room at 1:30PM. Nancy will be hostess and 
Janice will be BSL.  
EUNICE (10) will meet on September 1 at the Bread Box in Battle Creek at 2:30PM. Clara will be hostess 
and Karen will be BSL.  We had 6 present at our August meeting. 
JOHANNA(12) will meet on September  at 6:30PM, in the Conference Room, Karen L will be hostess 
and Marge will be BSL leader. We did not have an August meeting  
 
LWML ZLWML ZLWML ZLWML ZONE FALL RALONE FALL RALONE FALL RALONE FALL RALLY will be on Saturday, September 17LY will be on Saturday, September 17LY will be on Saturday, September 17LY will be on Saturday, September 17thththth,,,, at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in 
Mapleton, 504 Walnut. Registration and brunch 9:00-10:00AM, Rally at 10:00AM 

 
 



 
 
 

 
A BIG THANK YOU AND BA BIG THANK YOU AND BA BIG THANK YOU AND BA BIG THANK YOU AND BLESSINGS ON YOUR LESSINGS ON YOUR LESSINGS ON YOUR LESSINGS ON YOUR 
RETIREMENT! RETIREMENT! RETIREMENT! RETIREMENT! Janet Brinkman, our church 
custodian for the last 12 years, has decided to retire 
the end of August. We appreciated her dedication 
over the years to her job. A big thank you Janet, for 
the job that you did so well and enjoyed doing!! We 
want to wish Janet the very  best in her retirement. 
    
    
    
    

"Omaha/Siou"Omaha/Siou"Omaha/Siou"Omaha/Sioux City" Luthx City" Luthx City" Luthx City" Lutheraeraeraeran Sin Sin Sin Singles Ministryngles Ministryngles Ministryngles Ministry  
If you, child, grandchild, or someone else you 
know is single, living in the within two hours of 
Sioux City or Omaha, and looking for 
community.  We are starWe are starWe are starWe are starting a singles group, ting a singles group, ting a singles group, ting a singles group, 
with twith twith twith the first planned meeting to be on he first planned meeting to be on he first planned meeting to be on he first planned meeting to be on 
SeSeSeSeptember 11thptember 11thptember 11thptember 11th    @7@7@7@7pm.pm.pm.pm.     If interested, contact 
Pastor Neil at pastorwehmas@gmail.com  
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Look up each verse in an NIV Bible and find a 

word that fits in that row. Then write the word 

from the bold vertical column in the blank 

below to complete Proverbs 24:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


